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CULTURAL AFFILIATION OF 

MILLETS  
 

Even today, Jowar (Sorghum vulgare) and other 

millets play a prominent role in the traditions 

and cultures of the indigenous communities of 

India. Indigenous communities, especially the 

indigenous Gond community (Koreti, 2015;  

Koreti, 2016) of Kumuram Bheem Asifabad  

district of Telangana celebrates Atukula Panduga 

(festival of harvest), a traditional annual festival 

usually observed during the month of February 

which coincides with the end of Rabi crop  

season. During the festival, each family  

harvests a few well-developed Jowar panicles 

from their respective farms, tie them together 

into bunches and offer them to the traditional 

gods installed at the village shrine. Traditional 

rituals are performed, followed by a communal 

feast with dishes cooked of millet and other  

traditional foods. Communal feasts and  

celebrations are unique features of most of the 

indigenous communities of India. Usually, the 

traditional festivals of Gonds include offering of 

dishes cooked from minor millets of foxtail and 

little millets to gods. The customs and  

traditions of the majority of indigenous  

communities of India display a very deep  

connection between millets and their cultures 

(Niyogi, 2018; Siripurapu and Singhdeo, 2019).  

 

Traditionally, millets are the major crops of 

Gonds. Similar to other indigenous communities 

of the Indian sub-continent they too follow very 

unique customs and rituals for cultivation and 

harvesting of millets. For instance, Gonds         

perform many elaborate rituals not only for    

initiation of the crop sowing but also ending it. 

For instance, after harvesting they move the 

harvest from farms to granaries at home and 

start consumption of Jowar and other harvested 

food grains only after the observation of    

Atukula Panduga. This age old tradition which 

is rooted very deeply in their traditions and  

culture and a symbol of humility and                     

expression of gratitude towards the mother 

earth. Majority of the farming communities of 

Telangana state observes Bhulakshmi Amma 

Panduga, (Bhu means earth in Telugu) which is 

similar to Atukula Panduga. Likewise, Nuakhai 

(also known as Nuakhai Juhar / Nuakhai Parab / 

Nuakahi Bhetghat), is one of the most ancient  

festivals,  observed usually during the months 

of August - September by the agrarian commu-

nities of the Indian state of Odisha, particularly 

people of the Western Odisha (Singh, 2012). 

The word ônuaõ means ônewõ and ôkhaiõ means 

ôfoodõ in Odiya, the regional language of Od-

isha state.  

 

The indigenous Yimchunger Naga community 

of Nagaland celebrate the Metumniu festival in 

the month of August after harvesting millets 

crops. The indigenous communities inhabiting 

the hillock regions of North Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh celebrate Mandukiya, a mass communi-

ty festival, during June -July, during which           
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Jowar diversity at Ringanguda village, Chirrakunta Grampanchayat,  

Kumuram Bheem Asifabad district, Telangana state  


